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Habitat for Humanity of Tennessee
2020 Tennessee Housing Trust Fund REPORT

2020 THTF GRANT
In fiscal year 2020, Habitat for Humanity was granted $500,000 through THDA’s Housing Trust Fund.
Habitat committed to building 30 homes across Tennessee and raising $3.7 million to match the grant
funds of this $4.2 million project. Of the 30 families served, all had household incomes at or below 60%
their area median income; with an average household income of $30,370. These 30 new houses had a
combined average appraised value of $143,350.
All 30 homes were completed on time and the qualified families were sold their homes prior to June 30,
2020. Thanks to this great partnership, in 2020 alone, 109 children and adults’ lives have been changed
forever!

HISTORY
Since 2008, THDA has made it possible for Habitat for Humanity to build 337 homes across Tennessee. A
total development value of $38 million; THDA provided $6.5 million of these funds and Habitat raised $31
million through other grant programs and donations of funds, labor and goods.
As a result of this partnership, over 1200 children and adults now live in a newly constructed, energy
efficient, affordable home that they own; building strength, stability and self-reliance! 39% of these
homes were sold to families of special needs or elderly populations.

HERE ARE THEIR STORIES:
BRADLEY COUNTY, CLEVELAND
Erica Nelson has lived in Bradley County for
33 years and calls Cleveland home. She is employed
at Bayer Consumer Health where she works in their
skin and footcare line. Erica’s dream job is to work in
the healthcare field. She loves caring for older adults
or helping anyone in general.
Prior to coming to Habitat, Erica and her two
teenage daughters rented a two-bedroom
apartment where they experienced consistent
challenges with repairs, flooding, and multiple
broken appliances.
Erica is a single mother and proud of her daughters. Nataziona is 15 and strives to be great at all she
does. She loves the Lord, enjoys taking pictures and is active in the Renaissance Show Choir at her school.
Tatyana is 14, very outgoing, has a big heart and continually looks for ways to help others. She is an
honor student and a great athlete who plays for her school’s volleyball team.
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CAMPBELL COUNTY, LAFOLLETTE
Tiffany Brooks is a hard-working single mother to her son
Joey. She works at McDonalds where she started as a
cashier and is now the assistant general manager. Tiffany
has worked there for three years and hopes to become a
general manager of her own McDonalds. After that, she
has plans of going back to school to become a counselor
for recovering addicts.
Tiffany had been renting a house that was in disrepair. She
was doing repairs on her own at her own expense with no
help from the landlord. Paying for these repairs on top of
her overpriced rent made life very challenging. She has
been doing her best with the time and money she has to work with.
Tiffany is very proud of her son Joey. He maintains very good grades and had straight A’s on his last
report card. Joey’s goal is to graduate high school in the spring and go on to college to become a diesel
mechanic.

DAVIDSON COUNTY, NASHVILLE
Leaving Ethiopia in 1996, Hirut Abebe came to the United States for
a better life, job, and housing. She is semi-retired and her future on
a fixed income scares her. At a time in her life when she needs
housing stability the most, Hirut cannot afford a traditional
mortgage.
Hirut attended a vocational school while she lived in Ethiopia, as
well as a course in medical billing while living in Nashville. She has
worked for Amazon in the sorting department for three years and
also picks up shifts as a caregiver using her certified nursing
assistant skills.
Hirut desired a home she can grow old in with enough space for
her family to visit. Without the opportunity provided by Habitat for Humanity she says, “I would not be
able to have a home. I thank you from the bottom of my heart.”

DAVIDSON COUNTY, NASHVILLE
Ibrahim Adem and Habsa Abakar came to
Nashville from Ethiopia six years ago with
their four children. Their two youngest
children were born in Nashville, bringing
the total of the family household to
seven. They left their homeland because
of civil war, which claimed Ibrahim’s
brother’s life.
Living in Nashville has given them a
peaceful place to raise their children, but
they were dealing with the increasingly
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high rent prices as well as being notified they would have to find a new place to live due to the size of
their family.
Ibrahim and Habsa enjoy working at Tyson Foods, where they have been for over three years. Habsa had
to stop working in 2017 to care for the children, making them a one-income household. They are both
excited to experience the freedom and security that comes with owning their own home, and especially
looking forward to their children feeling that same security.

DAVIDSON COUNTY, NASHVILLE
Paul Waunga and Neema Mushangwa
came to the United States in 2016, after
living in a refugee camp in Uganda for
six years to escape the constant wars in
their homeland of the Democratic
Republic of Congo.
Upon arriving in the United States, they
lived in Maryland for a year, before
making their way to Nashville in search
of better job opportunities.
Prior to coming to Habitat, Paul and
Neema with their six children (16 to 2 years old) lived in a three-bedroom duplex. They desperately
needed more space for their large family, which thankfully was made possible with their brand new fivebedroom Habitat home.
Paul and Neema are employed as housekeepers for Touchpoint Compass Group at Saint Thomas Hospital.
They were very committed to the financial management and budget coaching classes that are a required
component of Habitat’s homeownership program. They are happy to have greatly improved their
budgeting skills.

DAVIDSON COUNTY, NASHVILLE
Haleema Smith has lived in Nashville for almost 20 years. Her
previous neighborhood had experienced multiple shootings and
break-ins and she was paying more than 40% of her income on
housing. Haleema could barely afford food for her and her 10year-old son. In addition, her son has severe asthma that was
exacerbated by mold, mildew and smoke residue, all of which
were heavily present in their rental but not recognized by their
landlord as a pressing matter.
Haleema previously worked as a nurse but became permanently
disabled due to serious health conditions. She was a homeowner
but when her medical issues became more serious, she lost the
home to foreclosure due to being unable to work
Haleema never thought she would get a second chance to own a home. “I am so excited and grateful.
Thank you for listening to me and giving me a chance. My son and I will feel much safer and maybe he
can even ride his bike outside without me feeling nervous. Thank you,” said Haleema.
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DAVIDSON COUNTY, NASHVILLE
Ibrahim and Assiya Mohomed left Somalia over
six years ago with their four children to escape
the war that was tearing their country apart.
Living in Nashville had given them a sense of
security, but with increasing rent prices and the
high cost of college tuition it was a challenge.
Ibrahim is employed at Tyson Foods and Assiya
stays home to care for the family. Once the
couple are able to own their own home, both
Ibrahim and Assiya hope to study English.
Being the parents of four children, all with the goal of going to college, makes them unbelievably proud.
Providing stability for their family and also a plan for their future is something they feel is now possible
thanks to Habitat for Humanity.

DAVIDSON COUNTY, NASHVILLE
Danielle Nixon has bounced around between family member’s
homes but now with her young son, finding a permanent solution to
housing is her top priority. Renting an apartment is too costly and
she has been declined for not having a rental history.
Danielle works for Lucent Health as a customer service
representative. She attended Volunteer State Community College
and hopes to finish one day and get her degree in elementary
education.
Danielle loved building her Habitat home with her sponsors. “The
feeling of knowing I took part in putting together and building our
home makes me feel good.” To her sponsors she says: “Thank you, thank you, thank you! You are
amazing and deserve the world for taking the time to help me provide a better future for my son. Really,
no words can explain how grateful I am.”
DAVIDSON COUNTY, NASHVILLE
Sherullah and Gulbano Yaqoobi immigrated to the United
States in 2016 from Afghanistan for safety and to ensure
their children had an opportunity for better education.
They struggled to find affordable housing. They had
recently moved their three children (ages 11 to 5 years
old) yet again to a different apartment where they
experienced issues with bugs, flooding, and mold. A twobedroom apartment is the most they could afford, but
the family of five desperately needed more space.
Sherullah works for Manheim Nashville auto auctions as
a detail technician and hopes to advance by obtaining
further training as a mechanic. Gulbano stays home to
care for the children. She has a college degree from
Pakistan as a midwife, and with a family now, she would
like to become a school teacher.
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FRANKLIN COUNTY, WINCHESTER
Sheena Majors is a single mother to her three children.
Her oldest daughter, Arabella (12), is a big reader while
Abbygail (10) loves creating art and little Gabriel (2) is
all about sports.
The Majors’ family was living in a one-bedroom, mold
infested apartment which caused two of Sheena’s
children to become ill. It was Sheena’s top priority to
provide her children with a healthy home.
Sheena is employed by Phoenix Boats and her company
has been very supportive of her as a new Habitat home
owner. She wants to continue to work hard and move
up within the company.

HAMILTON COUNTY, CHATTANOOGA
When asked about her childhood growing up in
Chattanooga, Vanester Steele’s grin lit up the whole
room. She reminisced about a time where “kids were just
kids,” it was never too hot or too cold to play outside and
every neighbor felt like family.
While her mother rented most of her life, she did
purchase her own home when Vanester was in high
school. Vanester was eager to give that same gift to her
daughter Erin (age 13) and son Brandon (age 17).
While Vanester was finishing the work of her Habitat
home, she often dreamed of what it would be like to sit on her very own front porch. “I just can’t wait for
the peace- the peace of knowing that home will be mine.”

HAMILTON COUNTY, CHATTANOOGA
As a child, Tempestt Jordan lived with her mother and
siblings in rental and public housing. “By my mom having
four kids, she had to work two jobs. I always had to be the
older sibling (by) taking care of the house and making sure
me and my siblings ate,” she said.
A mother of two, Nikiah and baby Kada, Tempestt is
employed at Shaw Industries. Tempestt said her Habitat
experience has made her a stronger person and she feels
she has gained an extended family as well.
“The best part about Habitat is the people. You don’t come
across too many people who help you as much as Habitat,”
she said. “You all thank us a lot but at the end of the day,
we should be thanking you.”
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HAWKINS COUNTY, ROGERSVILLE
“We have no other realistic way of getting a home on our
own. We want our children to grow up with a yard to play
in.” Mark and Barbra Stapleton had never owned their own
home. They were living in a small, old apartment where
windows and doors did not seal properly. Their heater would
get stuck on and have to be turned off manually at the fuse
box. Due to bad electrical wiring, there was an electrical fire
at their neighbor’s apartment. The Stapleton’s did not feel
safe living there with their two young sons, Ender and Liam.
Mark is a veteran and is employed at Help at Home as a
Direct Support Professional. Barbra is a stay at home mom.
With their new Habitat home, they have a place to call their
own for their children to invite friends over and to grow up in.
KNOX COUNTY, KNOXVILLE
Kimberly Littles lived in a crowded two-bedroom apartment for eight
years with her children, Harmony (9) and Nino (4) sharing a room.
Even though Kimberly works in healthcare full time, she could not
qualify for a conventional mortgage. But through Knoxville Habitat,
she had the opportunity to be a successful homeowner.
Kimberly’s daughter, Harmony, enjoys cheerleading in her free time;
while her son, Nino, says his favorite hobby is spending time at Chuck
E. Cheese. Kimberly was eager to buy her new home and pay toward
something that she would own. Her children were so excited about
the move that Kimberly would drive them by their future homesite
often to remind them why she was working so hard.

KNOX COUNTY, KNOXVILLE
Brittany Amaya and her four children remain strong
and positive in the face of incredible hardships. Her
son, Josue (7), was born with a rare disorder. Brittany
hired a nurse to cover his care while she worked fulltime. Her children, Gabriel (14), Alicia (12) and Javier
(6), help with their brother’s care in any way they can.
Living in a clean, safe environment is essential to any
family, but especially for the Amaya’s. But sadly, this
was not something that they had in their previous
home which had no heat or air conditioning, mold
issues, and was in a dangerous neighborhood.
With so many concerns, Brittany was determined to change their living situation to improve the lives of
her children. She worked hard to become debt-free and prepare for homeownership. She was even able
to buy a van needed to accommodate her son’s wheelchair, while also saving for a down payment on her
new Habitat home. Brittany looks forward to being “able to sleep at night without worrying about a stray
bullet” and dreams about her children living and growing in a healthier, safer and more stable
environment.
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KNOX COUNTY, KNOXVILLE
As a single mother of two, Crystal Smith goes above and beyond
to build a better future for herself and her children, Mahogany
(8) and Shaheed (1).
Crystal has worked at an agricultural equipment manufacturing
plant for 13 years and was recently promoted to Qualification
Leader, where she serves as both a technician and an
administrator. Despite working a good, stable job, Crystal could
not qualify for a conventional mortgage. She took the advice of
Habitat’s Family Services department and began working to pay
off debt and bring up her credit score. All of her hard work paid
off when she was accepted into Habitat’s homeownership
program.
In thanks of how blessed they are, Crystal and her children would go by their future homesite a few times
a week to pray over the area. She wants to lead by example and show her children that they can do
anything they set their mind to, as long as they work hard.

KNOX COUNTY, KNOXVILLE
Krystal Malone is a determined Mom who works two jobs at separate
assisted living facilities in the community. Her days are spent caring for
elderly patients that have been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and other
types of dementia. Outside of work, Krystal is a single mother to her
daughter, Kionna (12). The close-knit duo are true movie buffs,
spending their weekends catching up on the latest flicks and enjoying
the summer weather.
In her previous apartment, Krystal consistently dealt with leaky
plumbing and mold issues. To Krystal, owning her own home doesn’t
mean just a tangible investment, but a backyard where she can finally
host cook outs and have a space to play with her daughter. Krystal was
even excited to complete household tasks such as “cutting my own
lawn”, a chore that most homeowners take for granted. But to Krystal, it means so much more than that.
It means taking pride in something that she, herself, has accomplished – homeownership.

PUTNAM COUNTY, COOKEVILLE
Bal and Cecilia Bustos moved to Cookeville in search of a safer place
to raise their children, Damien, Anthony and Michelle. It was a
challenge to find a decent, affordable place to rent that was big
enough for their family of five. The Bustos dreamed of owning a
home where they could raise their children in a spacious stable
environment.
Bal works hard as a construction worker and Cecilia works in
childcare at two churches. Her goal is to return to school and join the
medical field. The Bustos are very proud of their three children for
their good grades in school, which were able to be contributed to the
family’s sweat equity requirement. They are thankful to have a place
of their very own to call home.
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RUTHERFORD COUNTY, MURFREESBORO
“I have not been this happy in a long time”, said Wille Clark, Jr.
The second of six children raised in Memphis, Willie loved
playing sports with his siblings. Upon his graduation from high
school, he got a job with the Sanitation Department for the
City of Memphis, where he worked for 23 years until an
accident.
After some long, hard times, Willie wanted a new life. He chose
Murfreesboro where his brother lives. Willie’s brother often
spoke of the welcoming community and opportunities in
Murfreesboro. When he found out he was accepted into Habitat’s Homeownership Program, Willie said,
“Finally, something in my life is going right!” He looks forward to visits from his family and now has a
place, a home, for them to stay.

RUTHERFORD COUNTY, MURFREESBORO
Carlos and Rafaela Rivero-Odermatt met while attending University in
Ecuador. They have been married for 43 years, have four daughters,
and five grandchildren. While living in Ecuador, Carlos worked as a
Civil Engineer and Rafaela worked as a school psychologist.
In 1999, their oldest daughter, Annely traveled to the United Sates on
vacation where she met her future husband and gained US Citizenship.
Annely knew how dangerous Ecuador was and encouraged her family
to immigrate. Rafaela made the move in 2010 and Carlos followed in
2012. Currently, Carlos is working at Sinomax and Rafaela is staying
home to help with her grandchildren.
The couple often dreamt of being homeowners. Carlos loved seeing
the house plans for their future home while Rafaela has been blown
away by the kind people they have met. They are both very enthusiastic about the future and making
many cherished memories with each other and their loved ones.

SHELBY COUNTY, MEMPHIS
Crystal Jones is an outgoing person and a loving mother to her
three sons, Cortney (12), Cord’ai (10), and Jordan (4). She enjoys
reading and is currently writing a book of her own. Crystal’s
favorite thing to do is spend time with her large, fun-loving family.
Their previous living situation was an overpriced three-bedroom
home in a dangerous neighborhood. Crystal’s landlord lived out of
state and did not keep up with repairs. Constant plumbing issues
and mold were just a few of the problems she faced while living
there.
Crystal is employed at Amazon where she was promoted to training
manager after only one year. She enjoys working there and looks
forward to a long career with Amazon. Crystal loves raising her boys and is excited to have more space
for them to play. She is also looking forward to having all her family over to her new home.
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SHELBY COUNTY, MEMPHIS
Rugerinyange Ndagijimana and Janet Mapendo were living in a four
bedroom, very substandard apartment with their four young
children. Although the rent was low, the crime rate was very high.
They desperately needed a safe place to live with enough room for
their children to grow.
Prayer and worship are an important part of Rugerinyange and
Janet’s everyday routine. They are very much involved with their
church and enjoy playing outside with their children.
Rugerinyange has been happily employed at Crown Packaging for 5
years and loves having full benefits for his family. He looks forward
to having the opportunity to move up to better position and
ultimately becoming a manager.

SHELBY COUNTY, MEMPHIS
Gwendolyn Shands and Brandy Williams are a fun-loving motherdaughter duo. They were living in a very high crime area. The small,
two-bedroom rental home was not wheelchair accessible, meaning
Brandy could not access the bathroom or kitchen.
Gwendolyn works part time and is receiving social security. She had
to retire early in order to take care of her daughter.
Brandy loves to cook and bake and looks forward to having a home
that is ADA compliant. The kitchen is big and open which will allow
her to get around easily and cook all her favorite recipes. Brandy has
dreams of baking cookies and selling them in grocery stores.
Gwendolyn shares this excitement, but is most excited to see her
daughter become more independent.

SHELBY COUNTY, MEMPHIS
Anthony Holmes and his two teenage children were living in an
overpriced, old, dilapidated apartment. The landlord refused to
make repairs causing his utility bill to sky rocket. Anthony had
been stuck in the cycle of renting apartments and was ready to
provide his children with a home.
Anthony is currently employed by Dayco Products as a
warehouse associate and hopes to be promoted to a driver.
Anthony is looking forward to the stability of owning his own
home and having the opportunity to build wealth to pass down
to his children.
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SHELBY COUNTY, MEMPHIS
Paula Robinson has ever owned a home. She and her grown
daughter, Stacie Robinson, live in a very low rent substandard
apartment in a high crime area. Stacie did not want to raise her
son in an apartment, she was determined to provide better
housing for him and her mother.
Paula has worked in the food industry her whole life and is
currently employed as a cashier at the hospital cafeteria. Stacie
was recently hired for a permanent position at Nike with full
benefits.
Stacie is happy to have a yard for her son to safely play and a
neighborhood full of other small children for him to become friends with. For Paula, she is interested in
volunteering at her church. She also enjoys reading cookbooks and cooking in her new kitchen.

SULLIVAN COUNTY, BRISTOL
Summer and Richard Mays are family oriented and spend
most of their free time with their two sons. Prior to their
Habitat home, the Mays lived in a rental that had sagging
unlevel floors, rotting window frames, and the breaker
would trip when the television and air conditioning were
used simultaneously. The only heat source was from old
electric wall heaters, causing them to need electric space
heaters during the winter.
The Mays were paying 45% of their income on rent and
utilities when they applied for the program. Richard is a
stay-at-home Dad and Summer has been employed with
Family Dollar for nearly 6 years. She is currently an assistant manager and aspires to move to a general
manager position in the near future.

SULLIVAN COUNTY, KINGSPORT
Jennifer and Joel Brewster’s main goal has been to own a
home where their family could feel safe and live
comfortably. They have three children and love playing
board games together as a family.
The Brewster’s had been renting a house for 10 years that
had sagging floors and ceilings with the only heat source
being an old gas heater with an exposed flame. There was
extensive mold in the bathroom along with rotting
shower walls, and a sink that wouldn’t drain. The window
frames were rotting, doors were drafty, and the tap water
was not drinkable. The house had been broken into twice,
so the family had nailed wooden boards over the broken section of the front door to try and secure it.
Jennifer has been working as a nursing assistant for nearly two years and plans to attend nursing school
next fall.
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SUMNER COUNTY, GALLATIN
Lamar Cerda is a loving mother to her three children, Ramiro (15), Joel
(10), and Taylor (8). They enjoy spending time together playing, hiking,
or going for walks together.
When Lamar came to Habitat, she was renting a home where mold,
peeling floors, and bugs were issues that the landlord was not willing to
correct. Lamar did not feel safe letting her kids play outside and looked
forward to her children having their own backyard to play in.
Lamar has been employed with Simpson Strong-Tie for three years. She
strives to be a good homeowner and citizen of the community. Now
that Lamar has achieved home ownership, her goal is to see her
children graduate from high school and go on to be successful in college
and in life.
WILLIAMSON COUNTY, FAIRVIEW
Lindsey Chivers, was born in Franklin, where she graduated from Middle
College High School and then went on to attend Columbia State
Community College. Lindsey is employed at NHC Healthcare.
Stability for her son, Pena (9), was Lindsey’s primary goal for
homeownership. He enjoys playing basketball, video games, riding his
bike, and going to the skate center. This mother-son relationship is
bursting with humor, and they frequently play pranks on one another.
Lindsey has enjoyed the Homeowner Education classes and believes
that the classes should be taught in high schools. “This knowledge
would benefit young people as they transition into adulthood,” she said.
She believes that she wouldn’t have been able to purchase a home any
other way and calls Habitat’s program “such a blessing!”

WILLIAMSON COUNTY, FAIRVIEW
Yolanda Johnson was raised in Franklin by her grandmother who she
believes has been “hands down the greatest influence” in her life.
Yolanda wanted to raise her four daughters round her family. With
the rising prices in the area, that was slowly becoming less of an
option. She didn’t want to sacrifice the safety of her girls for lower
rent.
Yolanda was excited to get to know her new neighbors and couldn’t
wait to have a backyard. She said, “I’m hoping that having a stable
home will help my girls go after their dreams.”

Thank you THDA Board, Grants Committee and Staff
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