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2021 TENNESSEE HOUSING TRUST FUND GRANT
In fiscal year 2021, Habitat for Humanity was granted $500,000 through THDA’s Housing Trust Fund.
Habitat committed to building 30 homes across Tennessee and raising the additional $3.9 million needed
to pull off this $4.2 million project. Of the 30 families served, all had household incomes at or below 60%
their area median income; with an average household size of 4 and an average income of $31,987. The
average appraised value of these homes is $169,783.
All 30 homes were completed prior to June 30, 2021. Thanks to this great partnership, in 2021 alone, 107
children and adults’ lives have been changed forever!

HISTORY
Since 2008, THDA has made it possible for Habitat for Humanity to build 367 homes across Tennessee. A
total development value of $42 million; THDA provided $6.9 million of these funds and Habitat raised $35
million through other grant programs and donations of funds, labor and goods.
As a result of this partnership, over 1,300 children and adults now live in a newly constructed, energy
efficient, affordable home that they own; building strength, stability and self-reliance! 38% of these
homes were sold to families of special needs or elderly populations.

HERE ARE THEIR STORIES:
CAMPBELL COUNTY, LAFOLLETTE
Courtney Roach is a single mom of three wonderful children,
Zachary, Kaylin and Autym. Courtney enjoys the outdoors,
cooking, and arts & crafts with her kids. She currently works as a
painter at Pro Image Wholesale Signs, LLC, but her future goal is to
own her own bakery.
Courtney has been renting a home where the insulation was so
poor that her electric bill had been running about $500 per month.
She had to tape up a hole in the wall of her bedroom with duct
tape because termites were coming out of the wall.
Courtney and her children were most excited about the home
“being theirs” – “We don’t have to worry about being kicked out if
the landlord decides to sell, etc.”
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DAVIDSON COUNTY, NASHVILLE
Marguerite Garang and her four children lived in a twobedroom apartment where two of the burners on the stove
didn’t work and the air conditioning leaked into their closet,
causing mold and aggravating the children’s allergies. The
children were not allowed to play outside on their own
because of loitering and theft in the area.
Marguerite moved to the U.S. as a refugee from Sudan in
2005. She came for greater security, safety and freedom.
She has worked at Aero Design, Aircraft Electronics for more
than two years. She was inspired to apply for the Habitat
homeownership program because her mother is also a Habitat homeowner! Marguerite looks forward to
her children growing up in a healthier, more secure environment. To her sponsors she says, “May God
bless you!”

DAVIDSON COUNTY, NASHVILLE
Adel Maximous came to the U.S. from Egypt in 2015, seeking
asylum. He holds two jobs: one at Metro Nashville Public
Schools as a teacher’s assistant, the other at Goodwill as a
cashier. His goal is to one day become a teacher.
Adel lived in a two-bedroom apartment in Antioch. It had
narrow hallways and the bathroom did not accommodate his
disability. With a recent rent increase, he had become cost
burdened. He was looking for a place to live that could
accommodate his wheelchair.
Adel says the Habitat homeownership classes have taught him how to budget for life, clothes and food. “I
came her for freedom. Here, they go the way of love. Thank God and bless you,” he says to his sponsors.

DAVIDSON COUNTY, NASHVILLE
Moses Owusu and Jemima (Jemi) Sekyere, along with their three
children, lived in a one-bedroom attic space with no window, a
tiny closet and a small bathroom that was not well insulated. The
family shares a house with a friend and are grateful to have a
place to live, but they needed more space.
The couple immigrated to the U.S. from Ghana. Both attended
college in Ghana, Moses getting his B.S. in agriculture and Jemi
studying agricultural technology. In Nashville, Moses works fulltime as a therapy technician for the State of Tennessee, while also
finishing his degree in animal science at TSU. Jemi works part-time
as a CAN at Signature HealthCare, balancing their schedules to
take care of their three children ages 1 to 4 years old.
Moses and Jemi desperately wanted more space for their family and a place for their children to play
outside. They are grateful “from the bottom of our hearts” for the assistance.

Habitat Tennessee 2021 HTF Report

Page 3 of 12

DAVIDSON COUNTY, NASHVILLE
Elshazli Mohamed and Shema Ebrahim immigrated from Sudan
and moved to Nashville in 2018. Elshazli started his own company,
Safeway Transportation, a nonemergency medical transportation
company. They have two young children, ages 2 and 5; their
daughter has special needs and currently uses a wheelchair.
Shema stays home to care for her young family.
The family was living in a two-bedroom apartment which was too
expensive, they did not feel safe there and the unit did not
accommodate their daughter’s wheelchair.
The family was excited to have more privacy, security,
independence and stability. Shema was looking forward to having a backyard for the children and a
better kitchen. In addition to being a better fit for their family, their Habitat mortgage will decrease their
housing costs by $350 per month.

DAVIDSON COUNTY, NASHVILLE
Tanjenique Hayes lives with a certain irony – she works for a financial
services company in the car repossession department, yet she is
unable to get her own car fixed because of her tight budget.
In an effort to increase her income, Tanjenique also attends
cosmetology school and she has worked part-time cleaning houses to
help pay for those car repairs. Trying to provide for her 13-year-old
son is her priority.
The Hayes family lived in an apartment in a neighborhood that had
shootings and vandalism. Her son had been bullied. Tanjenique
desperately wanted a safer neighborhood and a stable monthly housing cost. She was looking forward to
having neighbors with similar goals and lifestyles. Her son couldn’t wait to meet new friends.

DAVIDSON COUNTY, NASHVILLE
Ali Hussein and Gani Sheikh are the parents of seven
children, ranging from 3 to 13 years old. The family lived
in a three-bedroom apartment, resulting in severe
overcrowding. They had leaky faucets, mold on the
walls, and a peeling floor. The neighbors were so loud,
the children had trouble sleeping at night.
The couple immigrated to the U.S. from Somalia because
of civil war. Ali has worked for CEVA Logistics for 10
years as a freight handler and forklift operator. Gani
cares for their large family.
Ali and Gani were excited to become homeowners and to have more space for their children. They look
forward to saving money on their utility bills. They are truly grateful to the sponsors of their home for
helping them obtain a home for their family.
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DAVIDSON COUNTY, NASHVILLE
Italia Nance is a native Nashvillian. She is the mother of three
boys, ranging in age from 4 to 11 years old. Her boys are active
and interested in a variety of activities. Italia is thankful that
they all make good grades in school. She is employed at
Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital as a patient care technician.
Prior to moving into their Habitat home, the family lived in a
two-bedroom apartment where the youngest child slept with
her. There were frequent shootings in the neighborhood and
Italia wanted a safer environment for her kids.
Italia says Habitat’s homeownership classes taught her how to budget. Through homeownership, she
wants to demonstrate to her boys the true meaning of faith. “I would like to show my gratitude to my
sponsors by becoming a successful homeowner.”

DAVIDSON COUNTY, NASHVILLE
Randy and Jamie Waters wanted to put down roots in the
Nashville community. The parents of three children between
the ages of 4 and 11 years old, Randy has worked as a
locksmith since 2014 and Jamie works part-time for New Song
Christian Academy and home schools their children.
The family lived in an overcrowded two-bedroom rental. They
said the homeownership, budgeting and home maintenance
classes will all serve them well, and the skills they learned
would be passed to their kids.
Randy emphasized that what led them to Habitat was the opportunity for community building, where
neighbors help each other build the homes they will live in. “We believe the Lord wants us to be as fully
integrated with our community as we can be.”

GRAINGER COUNTY, RUTLEDGE

George Myers is elderly and disabled. He lives alone with his dog,
Josie.
George lost his home and all his belongings to a fire. Since then, he has
been living with a neighbor. Though he was very grateful to have a
place to live, it was an overcrowded situation and caused a lot of stress
living with another family.
George and Josie, now have their own place to call home again!
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GREENE COUNTY, GREENEVILLE
Racheal Smith has two boys and a girl. She works for CVS in customer
service. Racheal is committed to her children and serves as an
incredible example of how hard work, determination, and steadfast
faith can profoundly change your life.
Racheal’s oldest son uses a wheelchair with limited mobility. In their
current living situation, their life is full of challenges since their rented
mobile home is not handicap accessible and in serious need of repairs.
Her son needs his freedom to enjoy his home, have accessible bath
facilities, and needs access to the outside world.
Racheal’s new Habitat home includes a Hoyer lift and other needed
accessibilities that will greatly help her and her son. Racheal said, “This
new home is life altering! It truly has made my heart lighter knowing the struggles will not be so heavy
anymore. One of the most amazing parts of this home, for me, is the thought of every hand and heart
that had a part in bringing this blessing together for my children and me. We are and will forever be so
thankful.”

KNOX COUNTY, KNOXVILLE
Ravese White works for the State of Tennessee Department of Human
Services as an eligibility assistant in Family Services. She has dreams of going
back to school to finish her dental assistant certification. Ravese has one
daughter who likes to dance, watch tv and videos online.
Ravese lived in what she described as an expensive apartment with very little
space for her and her daughter. Ravese wanted her daughter to have a home,
space to play and her friends and cousins over.
What Ravese looked forward to most about her new home was having more
space to spend time with her family and friends.

KNOX COUNTY, KNOXVILLE
Minani and Manirakiza Michel are originally from Burundi and spent
the majority of their lives fleeing the dangers of war and conflict;
seeking safety in refugee camps to protect their family. Currently,
Minani works in housekeeping and mom, Manirakiza, works in
manufacturing to support their seven kids.
Even after living in the United States for 13 years and being steadily
employed, they could only afford a very small 3-bedroom rental
unit. Since moving to Knoxville 10 years ago, they had moved three
times and their children began asking when they would have their
own home and stop moving so much.
The Michel family has looked forward to having a peaceful and safe
place to live. A place where their children had room to study, play
and grow.
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KNOX COUNTY, KNOXVILLE
Patty Flack, along with her daughter, Jasmine, and grandson, Amir, were
able to achieve their dreamed of safe and stable homeownership.
Patty has worked as a cosmetologist for the past 29 years, even working
at the same salon for 16 years. Nevertheless, she was not able to afford
a conventional mortgage on her single income.
Patty’s stable lifestyle is also reflected in the fact that she had lived in the
same apartment for 19 years. But when she became a grandmother, she
realized she really wanted to provide her family with the kind of
gathering space that her own grandmother had provided – one where she could host family holiday
dinners. She looked forward with excitement to continuing cherished family traditions in her own home.

KNOX COUNTY, KNOXVILLE
Teresa Raysin, originally from Colorado, has worked for the past six years
for the University of Tennessee as a bus driver. And though she works
hard to pay her rent, she did not received basic maintenance and pest
control. Her mortgage payment will be less than her rent and Teresa looks
forward to using her new budgeting skills to pay off her car and save
money.
Teresa is a grandmother and she cares for five of her eight grandchildren
every weekend. She loves spending this time with her family and making
memories, but she is looking forward to being able to provide a safer
space for them to grow and play. Beyond that, Teresa is excited to be able
to decorate her home and finally being able to plant flowers in her yard.

KNOX COUNTY, KNOXVILLE
Norman and Samantha are hardworking parents of four
children, ranging in age from 4 to 17 years old. Prior to
moving into their new Habitat home, the family lived in a
two-bedroom rental home, which was very cramped and
had frequent plumbing problems.
Norman works the graveyard shift at a local warehouse. A
longtime Certified Nursing Assistant in home health,
Samantha’s employment was upended by COVID-19 – she
was forced to get a new job and struggled to find
employment in the midst of the pandemic, a situation that
was made more complex by the unexpected closing of schools and daycares. She is thankful to be back at
work, caring for those who need help.
After researching many homeownership options, Norman and Samantha realized that Knoxville Habitat’s
program fit their needs best. They both believe this will be a fresh start for everyone and look forward to
marking their children’s heights on the doorframe and watching them grow.
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MADISON COUNTY, JACKSON
Chandra McCorkle works hard at Jackson LeBonheur Children’s Hospital
as a janitor. She has a bachelor’s degree in business management and
organizational development and hopes to one day find work in that field.
Chandra’s 12-year-old daughter, Aviunna, is on the cheer team at her
school and loves dancing, shopping and spending time with family and
friends.
Chandra and Aviunna have been living in an apartment complex. They
missed never having much privacy, always having a hard time finding a
place to park. Even more, Chandra wished there was better outdoor
space for Aviunna to ride her bike and enjoy the outdoors.
The biggest thing they have been looking forward to in their new Habitat
home is the ability to enjoy being outside – having family barbecues and
getting a pool. “Overall, we are just blessed to have such an amazing opportunity to show my daughter
that dreams do come true!”

MAURY COUNTY, COLUMBIA
Joshlin McKissak was born and raised in Franklin, Tennessee
along with her seven siblings. She works full-time at
Maristone of Franklin, an assisted living center. She was
ecstatic when she heard she was going to be a future
homeowner.
Joshlin has three children, ranging from 3 to 16 years old.
She says that her family is very high energy, “we love to joke
around and laugh at each other”. Joshlin believes that a
caring heart and an optimistic attitude are key to overcoming
life’s challenges. She strives to bring these tools to
everything she does.
Joshlin says, “This is truly a blessing from God. I’m so excited to get to know the other families and help
build my house. I am beyond grateful.”

PUTNAM COUNTY, COOKEVILLE
William and Amanda Delaney have three young children. Both
parents work at the local Dominos. They had no previous credit,
except for their utilities and landlord. They were living in an
overcrowded old trailer.
Amanda was looking forward to their home so that their toddler
would have a clean floor to crawl on. She and William did a
tremendous job living within their means so they could save for
homeownership. Representative Ryan Williams and his family
helped with the Delaney home on painting day.
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RUTHERFORD COUNTY, MURFREESBORO
Demetrice Sneed has worked at Acceptance insurance as an
Intake Specialist for more than two years. She has two sons – a
28-year-old, who lives on his own, and a 14-year-old who is in
middle school and plays on the football team.
Prior to buying her Habitat home, Demetrice lived in low-income
housing for several years before she and her youngest son moved
in with her parents. While she felt very blessed to have a place to
live while she worked on her finances, the space was very small
and not their own.
Demetrice looked forward to having a place of peace where her
family could come visit. Her son was looking forward to having his own space and being part of a
neighborhood.

RUTHERFORD COUNTY, MURFREESBORO
Makeitha Davis is a single mother to a 7-year-old daughter.
She has worked at Yates for four years. Makeitha and her
daughter had been living in an apartment for a couple of
years; they have also stayed with family in the past.
Alaina attends Black Fox Elementary. She is excited to have
her own room and hopes to decorate it with unicorns and
Legos.
Makeitha and Alaina look forward to having a place of their
own, being a part of the Legacy Pointe community, and making new friends. The new home means a
brighter future for them both.

SHELBY COUNTY, MEMPHIS
Alieesha Suggs is a single mother to two young children – a
daughter who is eight and a son who is two. She works at Outback
restaurant as a bartender and host.
Prior to moving into their Habitat home, the family lived in a 2bedroom home that needed a lot of repairs and was too small. Now
that she has two children, Alieesha wanted the kids to have their
own bedrooms and space to play. She considers this a big
accomplishment to become a homeowner at age 30 and her kids
were so excited to have space of their own.
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SHELBY COUNTY, MEMPHIS
Tekeva Shaw is a single woman who looks forward to being established
before she starts a family. Tekeva works as a customer service
representative for Conway Services, a heating and air company. Her goal
is to be a life insurance producer and work at an insurance agency.
Tekeva was still living at home with her family prior to buying her Habitat
home. However, it was a 3 bedroom home shared by Tekeva, her parents,
her brother, sister and her sister’s two children.
Tekeva was looking forward to the stability of homeownership and also to
having her own space and being a responsible homeowner at a young
age!

SHELBY COUNTY, MEMPHIS
Brittany Phillips is single mother who wants to improve life for her and
her two sons. She works at ML Group Logistics as an assistant lead and
hopes to move up with the company.
Brittany and her boys lived in an older substandard home that did not
have central heat or air, resulting in large utility bills. The windows had
mold and were painted shut. The neighborhood had a lot of crime. They
have lived in substandard housing their whole life.
Brittany is proud to become a homeowner and thrilled that her boys,
who love sports, will be able to play outside with their new friends. She
looks forward to passing the home down to the boys someday.
SHELBY COUNTY, MEMPHIS
Tasha works full-time at Amazon as a handler in the Memphis
distribution center. She is happy to have full-time employment with a
stable company that offers benefits. She recently joined Amazon’s
401(k) and looks forward to growing her savings. She also likes
working for such a large company and looks forward to moving up.
Tasha has a 20-year-old daughter, Amaya. She is in her second year of
college. Tasha and her daughter have lived with her mother in Section
8 housing for over six years. It is a small, older three bedroom with
only one full bath, but the condition is okay.
Tasha is looking forward to building wealth for herself and not relying
on the government for housing. She also looks forward to stability and
peace of mind from having her own home brings.
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SHELBY COUNTY, MEMPHIS
Jennifer Jones works full-time at Target. Last year, she
worked two jobs, but lost one due to the pandemic. Jennifer
was recently asked to work in a management position and
she looks forward to moving up with Target.
Jennifer and her four children had been living in a twobedroom apartment with her brother – which was very
overcrowded. At the time of their home purchase, Jennifer
had a daughter who was getting ready to graduate high
school and planning to attend the University of Memphis, a
16-year old son looking forward to driving, and twin
daughters who were in middle school. Jennifer has been dreaming of homeownership for many years.
She looks forward to passing the home down to her children. Her son, the only male in the household,
looks forward to having his own room!

WASHINGTON COUNTY, JOHNSON CITY
Miatta Russell is a single mom of two teenage sons – Joel and
Alvin. Miatta is a Certified Nursing Assistant and she loves her
job and her co-workers. Both of her sons are involved with
sports and are very active.
The Russell family had lived in government housing for several
years. Their apartment was small and the neighborhood was
unsafe. Miatta was looking forward to decorating her own
home and the boys were happy that they would be closer to
school in the new house.
Miatta was happy she would be able to help her children understand and learn to be patient but diligent
in achieving their goals.

WILLIAMSON COUNTY, FAIRVIEW
Karen Cobb is originally from California. She moved to Tennessee in
2013. Faith is an enormous part of Karen’s life and she is active in her
church and its many ministries. She also enjoys all kinds of crafts.
Karen has a 10-year-old daughter, Ashlyn Grace, and a 4-year-old
foster daughter, Linda-Lu. Both are very active in a variety of activities
outside the home.
The family is ecstatic for the freedom that homeownership will provide
for them. They plan to get a pet chicken and have regular BBQ’s. Karen
is looking forward to the peace of mind of knowing her daughters are
in a safe neighborhood. She has embraced getting to know other
future homeowners as they work toward achieving their shared goals.
“Words cannot express my gratitude for the generosity shown to our
family.”
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WILLIAMSON COUNTY, FAIRVIEW
Sara Woods was raised in Franklin and attended Centennial High
School. She began working at Kroger right out of high school and is
now working in the medical field.
Sara and her sister were raised in a stable home by her single
mother. Sara wants that same stability for her two children, Joseph
and Madison. Joseph loves being outdoors and Madison loves
playing with her great-grandfather’s handmade toys.
Sara and her family are active in Lawrence Grove Baptist Church,
Sara’s church home for 17 years. She is excited about the
homeownership program and has gained confidence in what she
has worked so hard to achieve.

Thank you THDA Board, Grants Committee and Staff!!
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